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1. Disinformation and Society

e Format: On-site, University of Georgia;
e Course language: Georgian
e Level: Bachelor (llI-1V years) and Master

Lecturer (s): Nino Gozalishvili, Revaz Topuria;

Course objectives and results: Disinformation has a growing and multifaceted impact on modern global
politics. Against this background, it is important to analyze the short- and long-term effects of
disinformation and propaganda on democratic regimes, as well as on the transformation of the idea of
democracy as a basic form of government. Course participants will be able to discuss the connection
between disinformation and political discourses such as nationalism and right-wing populism. Particular
attention will be paid to the impact of disinformation on democratization processes, in which students
will be able to learn about and discuss examples from the post-socialist countries. Course topics:
Theoretical relation of disinformation and propaganda to democracy; Instrumentalization of



disinformation by right-wing radical actors; the role of disinformation in populist politics and discourse;
Effects of disinformation on the democratization process.

Lecturer qualification (s):

Nino Gozalishvili, PhD candidate in the Joint Doctoral Program in Nationalism Studies and Comparative
History at Central European University (CEU). She is a researcher at IDFI memory and Disinformation
Studies direction. Since 2019, Nino has been a teaching assistant at CEU, and a visiting lecturer at IliaUni
and the University of Georgia. In terms of teaching at the higher education level, Nino holds a certificate
issued by the CEU Training Center (CTL Program for Excellence in Teaching in Higher Education). Nino has
conducted short and long term research with local and international research organizations such as the
Center for Euro-Atlantic Integration and Democracy in Budapest, the Konrad Adenauer Foundation, the
Freedom House, and the Georgian Policy Institute. Nino's publications cover the Soviet history of Georgia,
issues of right-wing populism, democratization and disinformation, as well as the policy of soft power
towards Georgia. Nino Gozalishvili holds a Master's degree in Nationalism Studies from Central European
University and a Bachelor's degree in International Relations from Thilisi State University (TSU). She also
attended the University of Warsaw and the Viadrina European University in Frankfurt (oder) as an invited
student.

Revaz Topuria- Since 2019 he is a visiting lecturer at the University of Georgia, Free university of Thilisi,
Agrarian University and European University. Revaz graduated with honors from Free University of Thilisi,
earning a bachelor's degree in international relations with a specialization in the Far East. He also studied
at Lanzhou University in China. He has obtained a master's degree in Security, Intelligence and Strategic
studies from University of Glasgow(Britain), University of Dublin(Ireland) and Charles University. He has
a huge work experience in public and non-governmental sectors. He is an author of several academic
works and a book about political ideologies.

2. Collective memory of nations and its role in Georgian politics and international relations.
Lecturer(s): Zurabishvili David

e Format: On-site, University of Georgia;
e Course language: Georgian
e Level: Bachelor (llI-1V years) and Master

Course objectives and results: The collective memory of nations plays a major role in international
relations and politics. Given that on the one hand most European countries have forgiven each other for
the crimes of the past and are trying to create a common cultural and political space. At the same time,
we see that in the post-Soviet space, Russia is trying to wrap its own narrative of memory for the states
that left the Soviet Union and to define the political processes in this regard. Therefore, for international
relations specialists, a correct understanding of memory policy should be one of the main goals.



Course topics: This course provides an introduction of the theories in the field of collective memory
research, showing social and cultural conditionality of selecting and interpreting memorable information
from the past. History is considered and analyzed as not only chonologically sorted facts, but also as
coexistance of different interpretations.

Lecturer(s) qualification: David Zurabishvili is a visiting lecturer at the University of Georgia. He also
teaches lectures on various subjects at llia State University, Caucasus University, European University and
Georgian Institute of Public Affairs. He is a Founder and member of the board of the non-governmental
organization "Freedom Institute" (1996-2004), member of the Parliament of Georgia (2004-2008), Deputy
Minister of Education and Science (2012-2013) and Member of Thilisi City Council (2014-217). Laureate
of literary awards "Children's Prose 96" (winner) and "Crane 2017" (special prize of the Ministry of
Culture). He is an author of several publications in Georgian and foreign media. He was a Georgian
Ambassador of Peace in Israel (2004).

3. Archives, Media and Facts
Lecturer (s): Anton Vacharadze, invited lecturer - Anna Oliinyk

e Format: On-site, University of Georgia;
e Course language: Georgian
e Level: Bachelor (llI-1V years) and Master

Course objectives and results: Course participants will gain the basic knowledge needed to create their
own media projects based on archival materials. Course participants will receive information about
working with archival documents, answers to how to convert it to media format, and how to persuade
editors to publish materials related to a historical topic. Articles and projects that have already been
published on Georgian and international portals such as Public, Radio Liberty, BBC, International
Memorial, Arzamas, etc. will be discussed. At the end of the course, each student will prepare a topic or
micro-research based on archival documents. Course topics: The essence of archives and types of archival
documents; Archives preserved in Georgia and the possibility of research; Practical visits to the archives
of the Ministry of Internal Affairs of Georgia and other relevant archives in the country.

Lecturer(s) qualification:

Anton Vacharadze, Master in Humanities, Head of IDFI Archive, Memory and Disinformation Studies
Direction. He worked for 8 years in the National Archives of Georgia, including the position of Director of
the Historical Archive for 6 years. He has many years of research experience in archives. In 2018 he was a
visiting lecturer at Caucasus University.

Anna Oliinyk, Director of the Center for the Study of the Liberation Movement of Ukraine, project -
Deconstruction. Author of Archives of the KGB for the media. Partner of IDFI through the project -
"Openness of Archives in the Former Soviet Republics and the Eastern Bloc Countries".

The Program is financed by the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency, Sida.
Responsibility for the content rests entirely with the creator. Sida does not necessarily share the expressed
views and interpretations.



4. Principles of Strategy in Cyber Security

e Format: On-site, University of Georgia;
e Course language: Georgian
e Level: Bachelor (llI-1V years) and Master

Lecturer (s): Andro Gotsiridze

Course objectives and results: The risks along with the increasing use of cyberspace. Unfortunately, there
is no immunity to cyber threats. The course will provide an introduction to the legal framework of the
world and Georgia, the threats and challenges in cyberspace, the cyber capabilities of destructive actors,
the history of cyber domain use in modern conflicts, as well as severe principles of attribution and
responsible behavior of states in cyberspace.

Lecturer(s) qualification:

Andro Gotsiridze — Founder of Cyber Security Studies and Education Center “CYSEC”. His over 20 years of
working experience includes senior positions in Georgian Ministry of Defense (MoD) and Intelligence
Services. He was a Director of the Cyber Security Bureau (MoD) in 2014-2017, Inspector General in 2012-
2014 and served at the Anticorruption Bureau, Foreign and Military Intelligence services as a head of
various departments in 2001-2008.

Under his leadership, the Cyber Security Bureau developed Georgia’s first Cyber Security Policy and
Strategy and has initiated number of cyber security projects, such as, Cyber Reserve and multi-
componential cyber security awareness raising project. He supported to train and employ soldiers
wounded in international missions as trainers in cyber security.

Between 2008-2012 Mr. Gotsiridze switched his career to private sector and supervised Security
Department of JSC “PrivatBank” (Ukraine) and JSC “Bank Constanta”. The area of his reponisbilities
included IT security, operational risks, antifraud management, internal security, and integrity checking.

Mr. Gotsiridze gives lectures at Business and Technology University, Caucasus University and International
Black Sea University, Civil Servant Course organized by GFSIS (Rondeli Foundation) and Cyber Hygiene
trainings in media literacy projects of Media Development Foundation. He was involved in several projects
as a Cyber Security Advisor at the Georgia Innovation



1- Bobm amBswodgzowo, IDFI-l 033¢9g3500, PhD 356os@o, 3gb@®omMo g3Gm3ol
mb039MLOGIGHO

2- 935D 0mxgM©0s, UG dmfj39mwo ¢gd@meo, 36s63wobol 53509300l bgenddmgsbgeo.

3. ©o3000 BMmsdodzoo, UG dmfggmwo  gddmeo, ,m30b:53wgdol  0bbGo@mEo®
5953999690 90;

4. 56GMb 30356509, 3MBsboocmme dgabogmgdoms BoolG®o, IDFI-l Lsstdogm, dgblbogMgdols
33w930L5 5 ©gHBobgM®As300l dodsMrnErgdol bgerddmzsbgero.

5. 5b6MOHM gm306MH0dYg, 3009MMLIBOMLMGOOL Logbsbsmwgdwm 33wgz0mo 396Gl CYSEC
5953799690 90.

1- Nino Gozalishvili, IDFI Researcher, PhD Candidate, Central European University;
2- Revaz Topuria, UG Invited Lecturer, Head of the Franklin Academy.
3. David Zurabishvili, UG Invited Lecturer, Founder of the “Freedom Institute”;

4. Anton Vacharadze, MA in Humanities, Head of IDFI Archive, Memory and Disinformation Studies
direction.

5. Andro Gotsiridze, Founder of Cyber Security Studies and Education Center “CYSEC*.



